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_FRESNO Gov Arnold. Schwarzen— .

" PTOmlSEd in Fresno.-on Wednes-’..
that he: _.lll seek federal assistance.

lie govemorhad already mailed s an
appeal t0Mike Johanns, secretary of the

AVUGUS |

= /Z.(.)Ob

- saster aid and written to Sen. Barbara-
. Boxer, D-Calif., to seek her contmued 3

lobbymg on the state’s behalf.

vatively at-1.7 million. He made the an-

Schwarzenegger said trrple drg:t tem-'
. _peratures are Now behev_ed to havecon--
> tributed to the deaths of some 30,000 to
35,000 cows, figuresthat are double pre-
vious estimates, The estimate is based
.on.an expected death rate of 2 percent"
and a cow ‘population estimated conser-

nouncement after a closed door meet—_ :

ing with ranchers, farmers and agficul-

‘tural officials at the Fresno County Farm L
' -Bureau e L
.“I think' it's hlgher than that,™ sald o

Steve Nash, 4 Selma dairy farmer-who

“showed the governor around his opera-

tion before Schwarzenegger vrsrted the -
Farm' 1

Separately, the governor ]orned U 5.
Sen: D1anne Feinstein in aletter to Presi-

?dent Bush requesting -the - release Of,.ﬁ
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: Department of Agnculture, for dr- N
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funds that help low-income resi-
dents to insulate their homes and
pay eleciricity bills associated
with running aiv conditioners,

iy paat vears in which Califor-
nia has requested these emer-
gency energy funds, it has re-
ceived between $5 million and
$12.million, according to Lloyd
Throne, divector of the state De-
partment of Community Services
and Development.

If approved, the emergency
funds would add to the 391 mil-
lion already granted the state this
year for the Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program.

Agricultural officials are oaly
now coming up with statistics on
their{osses, Fresno County caleu-
fated its loss of heef, turkeys,

chickens, dairy animals and milk
production at nearly $85 million,

Dennis Plann. deputy agricul-
fural commissioner {or Fresno
County, said 373 million of that
figure is from lost milk produc-
tion. Some 58,000 iurkeys and
270,000 chickens are believed to
ravedied.

Pani, whe has been with the
agriculture department for 34
yoars, said it way the greatest loss
for dairy operatprs tha! he has
TYET S00T,

P Agricultuzal commissioners
U also sald they continue to calet-
Eolate the cxient of crop daisage.

Schwarzenegger said he will
send California Department of
Food and Agdculivre Secretary
AG. Kawarmura 1o Wasl}mg;un,
0O fater thigwesk b tneal with
Iohanns and other fedeval offi-

cials and lobby' for the-gevernor’s

disaster designation request. The
governor alsa send a lefter re-
{uesting that the USDA start pro-
cessing the request before a final
damage report is compiled,

The state’s Office of Emer-
gency Services initiated a request
tp 1ISDA for emergency loans to
be made available to farmers and
ranchers who sustained eco-
nomic losses due to the heat.

“f want to seek the kind of help
that was given after Hurricane
Katrina,” Schwaizenegger sald.

Rill Mattos, president of the
California Poultry Federation in

Modesto, said poultry losses in’

the Central Valley, Kern to Sacra-
menio, total about 750,000 chick-
ens and 200,000 turkeys.

“In a normal heat cycle, we
might lose 50,000 birds a week,”
Mattos said. “We lost five times
that many.”

Hardest hit were smaller opera-
tions that may not have had top-
grade cooling systems, he said.
Mattos said the loss amounts to
about $1 million to farmers for
chickens, or about $3 miflion in
retail value. Forturkeys, it would
he more than $2 miltion on the
farmn, of more than $5 million at

the retail level.

“We've had major losses from
heat in the past,” he said, “This
was the most dramatic for a shost

period of time,

”

Documenting fosses proved
challenging, Many farmers bur-
iad or composted cows — a prac-
tice allowed by tempovary emer-
gency action - and the indusiry is
relying on ranchers and daivy op-
erators to disclose details on
those deaths.

As for crop loss, i the words of
Tulare County Asststant Agricul-
tural Commissioner Bill Ap-
pleby: “H’s not like hail damage,
where you can go out and see it
Some you might not see until har-
vest, because there may be inter-
nal damage.”

Perhaps hardest hit were pro-
cessing tomatoes. Industry lead-
ers say those losses could run
into the millions.

Some walnuts may have been
sunburned, but industry leaders
aresaying the damage is not as se-
vere as initially thought,

“We can’t see the nuts that are
on the top from the ground,” said
Doug Verboon, a Hanford grow-
er. “We won't know about those
until the harvest,”

Some growers took the precau-
tion of applying a white com-
pound called Surround that may
keep the trees and nuts cooler,

=
The Sucramento Bee's Jim
Downing contributed 1o this
report. :




